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al-3Justanjid billah and president of the council of state [waztr adrDiwdn il-Aziz}.
He once removed the directors of all the government offices from their places and
committed them to prison; having then examined their accounts, he inflicted on
them heavy fines, personal chastisements, and tortures. This occurrence induced
Sibt (6! Ibn at-Taawizi to compose the following lines:

Traveller to Baghdad! avoid a city overflowed by the swollen waves of tyranny. If you go to
request a favour, return, for all the doors are shut against him who hopes. That place is no
longer \\hat it lately was when its hotels (7) wer$ filled ^ith solicitors, and when the heads of
noble families, eminent scholars, and distinguished Lfitibs resided within its walls. Time was
then in its newness, and fortune in the bloom of its youth; talent and learning were richly
rewarded by generous protectors. (That city] is now ruined and so are its inhabitants; their
mansions hate been desolated by the existence of our lord the vizir. Baghdad offers nought to
the living but the grave, with stones and earth to be cast upon their corpses. Some are con-
demned to perpetual imprisonment, where tortures ever renewed are heaped upon them. From
thence no hopes of return; can we hope for the return of those who inhabit the tomb ! The
people ai e in desolation; ties of blood and ties of friendship hold no longer. The father betrays
the son, the wife the husband; relations and friends betray. The mediation of intercessors avails
not; offenders obtain no respite to repent of their faults. They all see the day of judgment
arm ed; and those who doubted of the resurrection have now become believers: the crowd is not
wanting, nor the balance, nor the books of men's acts presented to view, nor the volumes opened,
nor the call to reckoning; the inexorable guards execute the sentence upon mankind; chains are
there, clubs, and punishment, nay, all the threatened terrors of the day of judgment; but a
merciful and beneficent being is not there.

He composed the following lines on the same vizir:

0 Lord! hearken to our affliction, for thou canst remove it; (alas!) have we not come to a
time in which Abu Jaafar is vizir.

Muhibb ad-Din Ibn an-Najjar (vol. L p. 11) states, in his History of Baghdad, that
on Monday, the 8th of the latter Rabi, A. H. 566 (19th December, A. D. 1170),
the imdm al-Mustanjid billah died and was succeeded by his son the im&m al-Mus-
tadi bi-amr illah. The next day, Tuesday, the new khalif held a sitting to receive
the allegiance of his people. Immediately after, the mayor of the palace, (Ustdd
ad-Ddr] Adud ad-Din Abu '1-Faraj, a person of whom we shall again speak lower
down, came forth with Jbn al-Basti (8), and said: " The khalif has given orders that
** the law of talion shall have its course against this man;" pointing to the vizir.
They instantly seized on Abu Jaafar and dragged him along the ground, after which
they cut off his nose, one of his hands, one of his feet, and finally Ms bead. The